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  DAY TWO IN THE BIG KINETON HOUSE… 

 

  

 

Flight To The Line 

An action-packed day was had on the 
12th February as MOD Kineton held the 
Central Midlands regional final, which 
saw over 60 students across 13 teams 
face off against each other to progress 
onto the next round. The children, aged 
8 and 9, competed in teams of four to 
design, build and fly gliders the furthest 
distance.  

 

Nationally, 278 schools and several 
thousand students are competing in the 
UK Primary Schools Glider Challenge 
which aims to inspire year 4 and 5 
students to take an interest in Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM). 

The competition is sponsored by the 
RAF Museum Cosford & The Learning 
Partnership to engage as many young 
people as possible with an authentic 
Science and Engineering challenge. The 
competition and supporting curriculum 
resources are designed to help equip 

students with the skills, knowledge and 
experience that they will need to 
embrace and tackle the global 
opportunities and challenges of 
tomorrow.   

 

After testing, each team flew their glider 
over three rounds with the students 
encouraged to adjust their plane after 
each flight. With the aid of both RAF and 
Army STEM ambassadors aiding a 
school each the competition was fierce, 
not only between the kids but between 
the helpers as well!   

Forces TV and local radio stations were 
in attendance and thoroughly 
documented the day’s events. We look 
forward to the positive responses of this 
event to be shared with other local 
schools, so we can further increase the 
level of entrants for the Fly To The Line 
regional final event in 2020. 

   

During the day we also hosted the 
Dementia Café from Compton Verney 
with the help of Joanna Essen and the 
Alzheimer’s Society. We created some 
STEM activities that would not only be 
challenging but fun as well and topped 
the morning off with a reminiscent quiz!  

 

Some of the Dementia Café guests who 
wished to stay to watch the rest of the 
FTTL competition were seen cheering 
from the sidelines for the duration of the 
final competition. 

We must thank all those who 
contributed to this busy day! It proved to 
be another success and demonstrated 

A flying start to February as the 
competition heats up in the Flt To 
The Line Regional Finals… 
By Cpl Robin Barnard 



 

 

 If you’re interested in becoming a STEM Ambassador and representing the unit then please don’t hesitate to contact us on x4140 and x4143   

again why Kineton Station is the best 
STEM provider in the West Midlands. 

Rocket cars @ British Motor Museum 

We are lucky enough to have been 
invited to participate in the British Motor 
Museum Science Show to build some 
rocket cars over the half term period! 
This activity proved to be enjoyable to 
both the children and adults alike! 

 

The Rocket Car Workshop was a very 
popular attraction, with over 500 
individuals coming to visit us throughout 

the week. Although our workspace was 
small the team managed to make 
everyone welcome and we’ve had lots of 
positive reviews, not only from the 
parents but from the British Motor 
Museum as well!! 

British Aerospace Engineering paid the 
team at the BMM a visit. They took part 
themselves in the activities we had set 
up and viewed demonstrations of how 
we can further develop our STEM 
profile, to provide more advanced 
engagements in the future with the 
possibility of teaming up with them! 

Positive stuff to look forward to in the 
future! 

Toy Makers Workshop  

As our ever-evolving STEM presence at 
Kineton station grows, so does the 
variety of activities we deliver. The latest 
of these is the ‘Engineering Recovery? 
Toy Makers Workshop’. This was created 
in response to the ‘Created in Conflict’ 
exhibition, curated by Professor Holly 
Furneaux of Cardiff University and 
delivered in partnership with Compton 
Verney Art Gallery and Kineton Primary 
School. 

This workshop runs over the next 10 
weeks and focuses on pupils learning 
about the toys, created by recovering 
injured servicemen dating back as far as 
the Crimean War. 

Not only is this somewhat of a history 
lesson for the children it is also a move 
away from technology and a move 
towards engineering, as we go back to 
basics with hand skills like creating 
wooden cam toys and button jointed 
toys for example! All the 32 children 
involved in this project will, after some 
hard work and determination be 
rewarded with a nationally recognized 
Art award.  

 

What’s coming up…. 

It’s another busy month in March and 
although the majority of ATSG will be 
deploying on exercise, our STEM 
engagements will continue. 

From judging a UK wide robotics 
competition to running the STEM clubs 
involving the Brownies and Scouts of the 
local area we are carrying on providing 
some fun and educational lessons!

 

 

 

 


